
T h e  f u t u r e  o f  r e s e a r c h

a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e

i n  C a n a d a

A c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C F I

C A N A D A  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  I N N O V A T I O N



WHY A CONVERSATION?

• Char t  t he  cou rse  f o r  t he  nex t  

two  decades

• Mee t  evo l v i ng  needs  o f  t he  

commun i t y

• Unde rs tand  cha l l enges  and  

i s sues  f ac i ng  resea rche rs    

and  i ns t i t u t i ons

• I den t i f y  and  d i scuss  t r ends  

and  oppo r tun i t i es

• Hear  new,  bo ld  i deas
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ENVISIONING 

A BRIGHT FUTURE

• Evo l v i ng  sc i ence  and  f u tu re  

t echno log ies

• New fo rms  o f  engagemen t  

and  co l l abo ra t i on  

• Democ ra t i za t i on  o f  t echno logy

• I n f r as t ruc tu re  as  se rv i ce  

• Mob i l i t y  o f  r esea rche rs

• Open  concep t  l abs  — i nnova t i ve  

spaces   
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The  CF I  i nves t s  i n  s ta te -o f - t he -a r t  f ac i l i t i e s  and  

equ ipmen t  t o :

• he l p  a t t r ac t  and  re ta i n  t he  wo r l d ’s  t op  t a l en t  

• t r a i n  t he  nex t  gene ra t i on  o f  r esea rche rs  

• suppo r t  wo r l d - c l ass  resea rch  t ha t  s t r eng thens  

t he  economy  and  imp roves  t he  qua l i t y  o f  l i f e    

o f  a l l  Canad ians

OUR MANDATE



TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

• Conve rgence

• I n t e rna t i ona l  co l l abo ra t i on

• Core  f ac i l i t i e s  and  reg iona l  

p la t f o rms

• Suppo r t  f o r  sma l l e r  

i ns t i t u t i ons

• Equ i t y,  d i ve rs i t y  and  

i n c l us i on

C
F

I
|

 
N

A
T

I
O

N
A

L
 

C
O

N
V

E
R

S
A

T
I

O
N



CONVERGENCE

• How w idesp read  a t  t h i s  t ime?

• How to  bes t  suppo r t  

conve rgence?

• How can  space  ac t  as  a  ca ta l ys t  

f o r  conve rgen t  r esea rch?  

• How to  reach  beyond  

i ns t i t u t i ona l  bounda r i es?   C
F

I
|

 
N

A
T

I
O

N
A

L
 

C
O

N
V

E
R

S
A

T
I

O
N



INTERNATIONAL 

COLLABORATION

• Globa l  cha l l enges  i nhe ren t l y  

i n t e rna t i ona l  i n  scope

• Comp lex ,  cos t l y  and  l a rge  

resea rch  endeavou rs

• Resea rch  unde r tak i ngs  

comb in i ng  a  d i ve rs i t y  o f  

i n t e rna t i ona l  s k i l l s ,  expe r t i se  

and  da ta  
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Shou ld  t he  CF I  p l ay  a  g rea te r  r o l e  i n  suppo r t i ng  

i n t e rna t i ona l i za t i on?

Wha t  i s  t he  spec i f i c  r o l e  f o r  i n f r as t ruc tu re?

Are  t he re  ba r r i e r s?   How can  we  ove rcome  them?  

Any  m issed  oppo r tun i t i es?  



SMALLER INSTITUTIONS

• What  a re  t he  cha l l enges         

i n  access i ng  resea rch  

i n f r as t ruc tu re?

• Advan tages  and  cha l l enges    

o f  mu l t i - i n s t i t u t i ona l  p ro j ec t s?  

• How can  t he  CF I  bes t  suppo r t  

sma l l e r  i ns t i t u t i ons?   
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CORE FACILIT IES AND 

REGIONAL PLATFORMS

• What  i s  you r  i ns t i t u t i ona l  

expe r i ence?  

• Shou ld  t he  CF I  

p r i o r i t i ze / suppo r t  t hem?            

A g rea te r  r o l e  f o r  t he  CF I?

• What  a re  t he  ma jo r  cha l l enges    

t o  t he i r  ongo ing  ope ra t i ons?

• I ns t i t u t i ona l  vs  r eg i ona l  

f ac i l i t i e s?
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EQUITY,  DIVERSITY          

AND INCLUSION

• How can  t he  CF I  

suppo r t  i ns t i t u t i ons  t o  

upho ld  ED I  p r i nc i p l es?

• What  a re  t he  ba r r i e r s  

o r  cha l l enges  when  i t  

comes  t o  

i n f r as t ruc tu re?

• Does  t he  ex i s t i ng  CF I  

f und ing  a rch i t ec tu re  

adequa te l y  suppo r t  

ED I?

C
F

I
|

 
N

A
T

I
O

N
A

L
 

C
O

N
V

E
R

S
A

T
I

O
N



Final thoughts?

Our  nex t  s teps :  

Repor t  back  to  the  CFI  Board ,  

communi ty  and  s takeho lders

THANK YOU!


