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Infectious diseases have significant socioeconomic impacts and are a leading cause of death globally. In addition, new
diseases continue to emerge, underlining the importance of preparedness and a rapid response to limit their impact.
The Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization (VIDO) at the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon, Sask.

is one of the largest and most advanced containment facilities in the world, with significant containment level 2 and

3 research capacity, including for large animal studies. Public- and private-sector research groups from around the
world use VIDO's facilities to study infectious diseases and develop vaccines and other therapeutics for high-
conseqguence pathogens.

To strengthen Canada's pandemic preparedness and support scientific advancement, VIDO is expanding its
infrastructure as Canada's Centre for Pandemic Research — a fully integrated facility that enables human and animal
vaccine development from discovery through development and commercialization. This includes a containment
level 3-capable good manufacturing practice biomanufacturing facility, new flexible animal housing and upgrades to
containment level 4 to study all infectious diseases.
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